Lesson 90. Ukraine
Objectives:

• to broaden students’ knowledge of the topic ’Ukraine’;

• to consolidate and develop students’ vocabulary by its active using;

• to develop learners’ reading, listening and speaking skills.

Warm up

Comment on the words: “You may choose everything, my son, but not

Ukraine”.

Introducing the topic

I. Vocabulary

1. Match the definitions of the main 

geographical terms on the left with the 

words on the right.

1) The most important town in a country is...                                                         a) a hill;

2) A large town is...                                                                                                 b) a lake;

3) A rounded and raised landform, not as high as mountain,                                  c) a climate;

is...                                                                                                                           d) a city;

4) Low ground between hills is...                                                                            e) a valley;

5) A body of land surrounded by water, smaller than a continent,                          f) a desert;

is...                                                                                                                            g) a capital;

6) A big piece of water with land around it is...                                                      h) a river;

7) A large stream of water that flows across the land is...                                       i) an ocean;

8) The body of salt water covering nearly three-fourths of                                     j) an island.

the Earth’s surface is...

9) The weather that a place has is...

10) A very dry area where few plants grow is...

2. Underline two of the words on the right which are associated with or are part

of the word on the left.
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3. Students are divided into 2 groups to decide what to say about Ukraine. They

are to complete the table on the blackboard.
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• Representatives of the groups write, read and comment on their ideas.

• Students speak about Ukraine according to their plans.

4. Fill in the blanks with the words from the box.
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1) The Ukrainian __ is blue and yellow.

2) There are two __ on the Ukrainian flag.

3) There are twenty-five __ in Ukraine.

4) The __ of Ukraine is temperate.

5) The __ of the country is about 48 million people.

6) Ukraine occupies __ of 603.700 km2.

7) The biggest __ are Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv, Odesa and others.

5. Pre-reading activity. Working with the map.

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences.

• Ukraine is situated in __ part of Central Europe.

• It borders on __ .

• The main river in Ukraine is __ .

• The biggest cities of our country are __ .

II. Reading

At the Map of Ukraine

Today, Ukraine is included in all the world atlases.

The term ’Ukraina’ was first mentioned in the chronicles in the 12th century

as a geographical name for the southern lands of the ancient Rus state. In the

process of the creation of a Ukrainian nationality the name ’Ukraine’ began to be

associated with south-western Rus territories of Kyiv, Chernihiv, Volyn, Podillya,

Eastern Galicia, Transcarpathia, Northern Bukovyna and Zaporizhzhya regions.

With time, the people who lived on those lands became to be known as Ukrainians.

Ukrainians speak the Ukrainian language. According to the UNESCO,

Ukrainian occupies the 22nd place among the world languages and the second

place among the Slav languages after Russian.

The territory of Ukraine is 603.7 thousand square kilometres. Two such countries

as Italy can be placed on its territory. Ukraine occupies the 42nd place in the

world as to its territory being larger than any country in Western Europe. Ukraine

stretches for 1,300 kilometres from east to west, and 900 kilometres from north to

south.

The population is about 48 million people.

Ukraine borders on Russia, Moldova, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland

and Belarus.

The climate of Ukraine is mild and warm with a long summer and a short

winter. Eastern Ukraine is slightly colder in winter and warmer in summer than

Western Ukraine. The temperature in Kharkiv is –7°C in January and +20°C in

July; in Lviv it is –4°C and +18°C.

Ukraine is the country of many rivers. The Dnipro River divides Ukraine into

two parts: the Right Bank and the Left Bank Ukraine.

In the south Ukraine is bounded by the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.

Within the borders of Ukraine there are the Carpathian mountains with the

highest peak Hoverla (2,061 m high).

The Crimean mountains with their southern steep slopes stretch in three parallel

ranges. The highest peak of the main range — Roman Kosh — is 1,545 m

high.

The economic potential of Ukraine is great. It has close economic ties with

Eastern and Western Europe.

1. Use the words from the box to complete the sentences.
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• The term ’Ukraina’ was mentioned for the __ lands of the Rus State.

• The treeless summits of the Carpathians are called __

• The climate of Ukraine is __ and warm.

• The Ukrainian __ occupies the second place among the Slav languages.

• The name ’Ukraine’ came into being in the process of __ of the Ukrainian

nationality.

2. Substitute the underlined pronouns.

Climate, rivers, lowlands, chronicles, flat summits

1) The term ’Ukraina’ was mentioned in them.

2) It is mild and warm.

3) There are many of them in Ukraine.

4) They occupy a considerable part of the country.

5) The Carpathians have them.

3. Answer the questions.

1) What is the history of Ukraine?

2) What is the territory of Ukraine?

3) What are the climate and geographical position of Ukraine ideal for?

4) What is the role of the Dnipro?

4. Look through the text first. Then put in the missing words.

The Climate of Ukraine

The climate of Ukraine as well __ (as) of any other country depends much __

(on) its geographical position.

Ukraine is situated __ (in) the south-eastern part of Central Europe, __ (so)

its climate is moderate. Winter is __ (rather) mild with no severe frosts, but __

(with) snowflakes everywhere except its southern part. __ (the) rivers and lakes

freeze in winter. __ (summer) is hot and dry with occasional __ (rains) and thunderstorms.

As Ukraine is __ (a) big country, its climate is different __ (in) various regions

of it. Of course, the __ (coldest) region is that in the north __ (and) in the northeast.

The hottest one __ (is) in the south. It is subtropical __ (there). The climate

on the territory along __ (the) Black Sea and the Sea of __ (Azov) is much warmer.

The Carpathian and __ (the) Crimean mountains greatly influence the climate

__ (on) the whole territory of the country. __ (they) protect the country from bitter

winds. __ (in) the central part of the country __ (the) climate is moderate and

continental. They __ (say) the climate in Ukraine, like anywhere __ (else) is getting

more changeable with every coming __ (year). It depends on many reasons.

III. S peaking

Work in groups.

Students are given a chart about Ukraine to complete and make up a story.

Official name — Ukraine.

Area — 603.700 km2.

Population — 48 million.

Capital city — Kyiv.

The highest mountain — Hoverla (2.061 metres), Roman Kosh (1.545 metres).

The longest river — the Dnipro.

Climate — mild and warm.

IV. Listening
After the proclamation of independence (The Declaration on State Sovereignity

of Ukraine was adopted on July 16, 1990), Ukraine started building its

democratic state.Ukraine became a presidential-parliamentary state.

The legislative power is represented by the Verkhovna Rada (the Supreme

Council), the nation’s lawmaking body. It has 450 members who are elected by

voters. The Supreme Council members serve five-year terms. The Supreme Council

discusses and adopts the state budget for the coming year.

The executive power is headed by the Prime Minister who is appointed by the

President. The President is elected for a five-year period. The Prime Minister

heads the Cabinet, and other ministers have responsibility for such areas as economy

and foreign affairs.

The judicial power is represented by the Supreme Court. They watch over the

executive and legislative powers. They are nominated by the Supreme Council.

In 1917–1978 four Constitutions were adopted in Ukraine (1919, 1920, 1937,

1977).

On August 24, 1991 the Act of Ukraine’s Independence was proclaimed.

On behalf of the Ukrainian people, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted

the Constitution of Ukraine on June 28, 1996. the Constitution of Ukraine consists

of the preamble, 15 chapters and 161 articles.

1. Use the words from the box to complete the sentences.
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1) The Declaration on the State __ of Ukraine was adopted in 1990.

2) The Declaration __ the equality of all citizens of Ukraine.

3) The __ power belongs to the Supreme Council of Ukraine.

4) The __ power is headed by the Prime Minister.

5) The __ agreement was signed in Maryinski Palace, the residence of the President

of Ukraine.

2. Listen to the text and fill in the blanks in the following text with the words

from the box.
[image: image7.emf]
The Flag of Ukraine

The national symbols were adopted by __ in 1992. the Ukrainian flag consists

of __ horizontal stripes. He top is __ , and the __ is yellow. Those are the colours

of the __ , the rivers and the __ fields of our beautiful country. Blue and yellow (or

gold) were symbols of Kyivan __ ong before __ was introduced. These colours can

be found on the ancient emblems of the __ of Myrhorod, Lubny, Pryluky and

others.

3. Read the text and add the prepositions, which best fit each space.

By, before, on, in, of

Basic Laws of Ukraine

The first constitutional document __ (in) Ukrainian history was the Constitution

__ (of) Bendery adopted __ (in) 1710 __ (by) the émigré followers of Hetman

Mazepa.

The Ukrainian state that arose __ (in) 1917–1920 had several constitutions.

The structure __ (of) the Ukrainian National Republic was define __ (by) several

legislative acts __ (of) the Ukrainian Central Rada __ (before) the Central Rada

adopted the Constitution __ (of) the UNR __ (on) 29 April 1918.

The Ukrainian SSR four Constitutions were adopted __ (in) 1919, 1929, 1937,

1977. they were closely modelled on the Constitution of the USSR.

Ask questions to the text.

What __ ?

When __ ?

Who __ by?

How many __ ?

V. Speaking. Pair work

What did you learn about the political system of Ukraine?

VI. Homework

Write an essay “Ukraine Today”. 
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